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ORIAL 


Ebenezer and Immanuel 


1956 - 1957 


Here, at the close of 1956, we raise our 
Ebenezer. Hither by God’s help, we've come. 
Samuel erected a stone between Mizpah and 


Shen to celebrate the HAND of the Lord in 


overcoming the Philistines. I Samuel 7.12. 
They had been terrified at the approach of 
the doughty lords of Philistia. But the Almighty 
was entreated for Israel and saved His sore- 
tried people by speaking with a great thunder 
that discomfited their conquerors. Once again 
the Lord of the Covenant owned Israel as His 
Son, His servant, and His witness among the 
nations. 


God has given us this same assurance in 
bringing us despite many dangers, trials, failings 
and defeats to the opening of a New Year. With 
the old hymn, we too have been prone to wan- 
der, prone to leave the God we love. In I 
Samuel four, Ebenezer is the place where the 
Philistines defeated the Israelites, slaying some 
four thousand in the first battle. The same 
chapter records the second battle of Ebenezer 
when the Philistines again smote Israel, killing 
some thirty thousand footmen, two of the priests 
of Israel, and capturing the Ark of the Lord. 


Indeed, so great was that disaster that old 
Eli fell and broke his neck at the news thereof 
and his daughter-in-law gave birth to a babe 
whom she named Ichabod, “The glory is de- 
parted from Israel.” 


The victory, then, was the third battle of 


Ebenezer. It was wrought by God’s grace, God's 
power, for God’s glory. In our own strength, 
in our own fancied moral sufficiency or spiritual 
loveliness we build only Ichabods, not Ebenezers. 


In the wonder of His Grace which chose us 
in the Beloved, in the all-sufficiency of Christ 
Jesus our Saviour, God has received us and kept 
us unto this hour, in the might of His Spirit 
He has been pleased to lift the testimony of 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal to truth as 
it is in Christ Jesus. 
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“And we hope by His good pleasure 
Safely to arrive at home.” 


After Ebenezer what? By the mercy of the 


Lord, IMMANUEL. The fellowship of the 
Most High is the blessing of the people of God 


through the Old and. New Testaments. The 


promise of His Presence runs thus: 


“The Lord, thy God He will go over before 
thee” across the Jordan and across the line that 
divides between 1956 and 1957. “Be strong and } 
for the LORD thy f 


of good courage 
God, He it is that doth go with thee.” ‘Lo, I am 
with you alway.” 


“He will not fail thee nor forsake thee.” Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed 


for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I | 
will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the 


right hand of my righteousness.” 


God’s blessed Presence with His people en- | 
tered our human life at the advent of Christ. | 
In the full sense of the word the Lord Jesus } 
is our IMMANUEL. “And Jesus Christ is the } 


same yesterday, today, and forever.” 


In Him the LORD is my helper, and I will : 


not fear what man can do unto me. Whatever 
the future hath of wonder or surprise, it be- 
longs to the Redeemer Who has overcome and 
is set down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on High. 
—W.C.R. 


Know Your Bible 


Making full allowance for the advances in 
every field of learning today it is still a fact 
that the Christian worker’s greatest single need 
is a knowledge of the Bible. 


This truth should be axiomatic but because 
of the pressures from so many other worthwhile 
sources it is very easy to let other things crowd 
in on our lives until the Bible becomes sec 
ondary and our witness and ministry is cen- 
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tered in material and intellectual interests 


which are not of primary spiritual importance. 


The Apostle Paul, nearing the end of his 
active missionary life, in speaking to the elders 
from the Ephesian church said: “For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God.” 


The record of Paul’s ministry and his letters 
to the churches and individuals show his burn- 
ing passion to preach Christ in His fullness. 
A study of his messages will show the depth 
and breadth of that witness — centered in a 
supernatural revelation and burning with a 
conviction that this message was the one thing 
which men must have for eternal life and also 
as the way of practical daily living. 


It is interesting to note Paul’s confidence in 
and dependence on the Old Testament revela- 
tion. This, coupled with the special revelation 
which he had himself received, was that Christ 
was the One foretold by the prophets, and the 
Son of God come to redeem sinners by His Own 
shed blood, and that those who accepted Him 
became members of His’ body, the Church, a 
glorious fellowship of believers. 


With Paul’s obvious concentration on mak- 
ing Christ known, he has set an example for 
Christians of every generation, an example we 
all would be wise to follow. 


What is the “counsel of god”? What is the 
Gospel message in its entirety? What is the 
content of Christian truth? As important and 
helpful as many books about the Bible may 


-be there can never be a substitute for the 


Scriptures themselves. Christians need to be 
steeped in the Bible, not only in the facts of 
the Bible but the truths these facts proclaim. 
We need to memorize the Bible, to have its 
passages at our command, for when appropriate- 
ly used they verily prove to be the Sword of 
the Spirit. 


Erudition is good. Eloquence attractive. A 
social consciousness is tremendously important. 
Intellectual competence and academic learning 
are of the greatest value. But all of these amount 
to nothing unless they are captivated by and 
inspired by a thorough knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. 


In the various emphases in modern religious 
education we must not lose sight of the one 
thing which alone can make other learning 
effective—a knowledge of the Bible itself. 

—L.N.B. 


Abib 


“The Beginning of months” 
Ex. 12; 2x. 15; 3&4 


A new Calendar for the sacred year of the 
Hebrew nation. The first month of the year, 
commemorating Israel’s Release from Egyptian 
Bondage. — The EXODUS. — THE WAY 
OUT. 


This ts not The Real Exodus. 


This is not the REAL Way Out as we have 
always thought. It was a real event, it was an 
Exodus, it was a great Deliverance of God’s 
people; but in Reality it was a Picture, a Mov- 
ing Picture, A Pageant. 


In reality their journey out of Egypt, the 
land of bitter bondage, across the Red Sea, 
through the desert wilderness, following the 
pillar of cloud and fire, with manifold, varied 
experiences of God’s warnings, punishments, in- — 
structions, encouragements, and ever present 
providential care—is a demonstration of the 
NEW LIFE God has for His people, in that 
day, that dim day; and in the coming Noon 
Day Brightness for all the ages ahead. 


OUT OF BONDAGE — THROUGH THE 
WILDERNESS — INTO THE LAND OF 
PROMISE. 


Nevertheless this is not the REAL EXODUS, 
but only a vivid foreshadowing of the Climax 
coming, EVENT - The EXODUS for all races 
of men, for all time. The Deliverance not 
only from physical bondage, and sordid slavery, 
but from Spiritual death and hopeless degrada- 
tion and defeat. 


THE REAL EXODUS, 
THE COMPLETE DELIVERANCE 


The First, the Picture — EXODUS — The 
Passover Lamb. Ex. 12:3-17; the Second, the 
REAL EXODUS — THE LAMB OF GOD. 
Lu. 9:28-36. 


Moses is central in both the Picture-Exodus 
and the Real-Exodus. The same Greek word 
is behind them both, and it means “The Way 
Out.” One is physical, the other is spiritual. 
One is a single event in history, the other is 
an endless experience blending into eternity. 


On the mount of transfiguration Moses, with 
Elijah, is present with Jesus and “They spake 
of His decease which He should accomplish at 
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Jerusalem.” The word for “Decease” in the 
Greek is “EXODON,” meaning as in the Egyp- 
tian experience, the WAY OUT, the DELIVER- 
ANCE. So here is central, His ‘“‘Decease, His 
Death, His CROSS, appearing on a lonely hill. 


He is the SIN-BEARER 
He is the SCAPE-GOAT 3 
He is the SACRIFICE FOR SIN 


His “Way Out” is Our Way In, Our Deliver- 
ance; His Death is Our LIFE, Our ETERNAL 
LIFE. Because He could not be holden of death, 
because He Arose from the dead, because He 
LIVETH; we SHALL LIVE ALSO, Live with 
Him FOREVER. 


As He CRIES, “‘It is finished,” an invisible 
hand from above reaches down to the veil in 
the temple protecting ““The Holy of Holies,” 
the VERY PRESENCE OF GOD; and it is rent 
from the top to the bottom. So now a new and 
living way is open to God through Christ and 
His all sufficient sacrifice for sin. 


So God set ABIB, the beginning of months, 
a new year for Israel’s journey from the land 
of bondage to the promised homeland of 
GOD'S FELLOWSHIP — their EXODUS. And 
now, with the dawning of 1957, a new year for 
us. Let us quicken our pace on our EXODUS, 
our way out, our deliverance; walking with Him 
on His way here, and dwelling with Him in 
His Homeland there, forever. 

—S§.McPh.G 


Infants In Calvinism 


Certain aspects of Presbyterian doctrine seem 
to be very difficult of comprehension. Even 
among Presbyterians, some give impression of 
wandering vaguely as though in a theological 
labyrinth. It is not surprising then that many 
non-Calvinists hold woefully mistaken notions 
about Presbyterian beliefs. Notable among such, 
whether due to ignorance or calumny, is the mat- 
ter of infant salvation. From early ministerial 
years comes the memory of attempted sport at 
the expense of the young Calvinist. And asso- 
ciated with the accusation that Calvin believed 
there are infants in Hell a span long, are the 
lines from a rhyme put in the mouth of his 
spirit made perfect: “ ... My name was Calvin, 
but I see things different now.” As in other in- 
stances, so in this, many folk who should have 
been taught better, fall in with the hue and 
cry, saying that Presbyterians believe in infant 
damnation. 


It is more than passing interest to note that 
the Westminster Standards (our creed), above 
all-other formulations of belief ever framed, give 
the “fullest and clearest’”’ statement on this mat- 
ter. In the Confession of Faith, Ch. 10, we have 


this: “Elect infants, dying in infancy, are -re-. 


generated and saved by Christ through the 
Spirit, Who worketh when and where and how 
He pleaseth ...” Here we see that reference 
is made to elect infants only. There is no word 


about non-elect infants. The immediate reason | 


for this is that the words are a part of the chapter . 


dealing with Effectual Calling, which relates to 
the saved alone. Therefore, contrary to the 
stipulation of many, the contrast is not at all 
that between elect and non-elect, but only and 


necessarily between the two classes of elect 


infants, viz., those who do, and those who don't, 
die in infancy. 


The ultimate reason for what seems to be a 
defect in our creed touching this point, is that 
our symbols of faith go only so far as the Scrip- 
tures go. Theologically, we firmly hold to the 
salvation of all infants who die as such. And 
correlatively, we simply maintain that all, and 
only, non-elect infants grow up to be those who 
“never truly come to Christ”. But creedally, on 
this point, there is no direct statement in the 
Bible, or in the equally valid “good and neces- 
sary inference’”’ from the Book. 


The ample basis for the creedal statement re- 
garding the salvation of infants (above), is writ 
large in Scripture. One case will suffice here,— 
that of Jeremiah who plainly states that he was 
saved before birth. The life or death of the 
infant is immaterial to the fact of election and 
salvation. We do know from Scripture that there 
are elect infants: nothing is said about non-elect 
infants: therefore the creed has nothing perti- 
nent thereto. 


But if it be said that in the light of the 
creed, we hold, even if by implication, that there 
are infants who are non-elect, the answer can 
only be acquiesence. That there may be such 
is deducible from the fact that not all adults 
are saved, which they would be, had election 
been their lot. And this throws us back to the 
whole doctrine of foreordination, and the plain 
revelation in the Bible regarding it. 


But we go further in expressing doctrinal 
convictions, thus: It is in complete harmony 
with the demands of justice on the one hand, 
and with the everlasting mercy of God on the 
other, that no non-elect infant dies or can be 
permitted to die in infancy. That indeed would 
mean infant damnation, which is neither taught 
in Scripture, nor conceivable to the common 
Christian conscience. Therefore, oppositely, all 
infants who die as such, are elect and redeemed. 
“The death of an infant therefore is irrefragable 
proof of its salvation.” What great comfort is 
there here to the sorrowing parents of little 
children taken back to God! “If then, we see an 


infant die, we absolutely know that it is elect of 
God ... but if we see an infant live and grow 


to manhood, then are we agnostic as to its 
election, until we see the fruits of the Spirit in 
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his adult life; and then we know by these evi- 


dences, that he too was elect’. ‘Nothing can 
prove the non-election of any . . . except his 
death in unbelief”. And even here, we may 
not know enough to make pronouncement. 
(Quotations from R. A. Webb.) 


_ Our creedal position regarding infants, then, 
is that elect infants who die while such, are made 
subjects of God’s marvelous and merciful pro- 
vision: they are saved. . . . Let no one therefore 
in Presbyterian circles, concede that our Church 
accepts infant damnation. It is not true. A 
Presbyterian should know what he believes, and 
not allow others to interpret for him his own 


creed. 
R.F.G. 


The Doctrine ” Sin and 
the Religion of Culture 


Western culture and Christianity have been 
confused in the thinking of many of us and 
in so doing we have set up an estimate of 
Christianity itself which is. basically pagan. 


Christianity is not civilization, nor is it cul- 
ture. In the minds of most of us civilization 
means law and order, public utilities, educa- 
tional facilities and those material things which 
make for comfortable living. Culture we con- 
sider the accompanying refinements which make 
for gracious living, peaceful pursuits and in- 
tellectual advancement. 


That both civilization and culture have ad- 
vanced and found their finest fruition where 
Christianity has had its greatest influence is 
not to be denied. But, that some of the strong- 
est Christian movements have flourished and 
been blessed where civilization and culture by 
Western standards are ——7 lacking is also 
a fact. 


One of the greatest. hindrances to the Chris- 
tian movement in America is the confusion of 
the fruits of Christianity with the root from 
which these fruits have come. Almost any pagan 
will join in admiring these fruits but only 
those led by the Holy Spirit can and do accept 
the One Who alone is the foundation stone, 
the living Root from Whom new life proceeds. 


As we write these lines we are enjoying the 
fellowship of Christian missionaries who. dis- 
tinguish between the material and secular on 
the one hand and the things of the living God 
which last for all eternity. 


The average Christian missionary is a con- 
servative in his theology. This does not just 
happen. Daily they face the stark facts of sin 
and human depravity. The superficial attri- 
butes of civilization and culture appear for 
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what they really are — only the shell, and 
underneath there is the problem of sin and its 
only cure. 


The greatest blessing the home Church could 
receive would be to get a new vision of man’s 
lost estate without Christ. Confusing the ad- 
vantages and content of Western civilization 
and culture with Christianity itself we look at 
the cultured pagans all around us and because 
of their personal attractiveness we forget that 
they need Christ just as much as any one else. 


This confusion of values makes it hard to 
realize that the mink coated matron driving 
her own Cadillac convertible is as lost without 
Christ as the unlettered woman beating clean 
the family wash by a Korean stream. | 


How easy it is to forget that the sophisticated 
student at Davidson or Southwestern needs 
Christ exactly as does his counterpart in the 
Japan International Christian University, or 
Seoul National University. 


In God’s sight there is no difference between 
the night club habitue of Broadway and the 
witch doctor of the Congo; between the business 
man in Atlanta and the scientist in Tokyo — 
all need Christ because He is the only way. 


The doctrine of man’s depravity, of God’s 
condemnation of sin, of man’s sole hope resting 
in the atoning work of Jesus Christ is easier 
to believe when we think of world missions. We 
need to be shocked into a realization that Ameri- 
cans and Japanese and Koreans and Brazilians 
and all others stand in equal need of forgive- 
ness of sins and Christ’s redeeming blood. 


In the midst of the blessings of our God- 
favored land we need to face the reality of a 
coming judgment and of our stewardship of 
the Gospel which we have heard and the propa- 
gation of which is our greatest responsibility. 
Church extension? Yes. Evangelism of every 
kind? Yes. World Missions? Yes. Personal wit- 
nessing? Yes. Why? Because all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God. 


* He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.—John 3:36. 

—L.N.B. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. 8S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each ten stu- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific tests and 
guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. 
Preparatory grades 11 and 12. Member Se. 
-Assn. Colleges and Secondary Schools. Summer School. 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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The Minor Prophets 
By The Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


The “Book of the Twelve’ is the title given 
in the Hebrew Bible to those writings mistaken- 
ly called “Minor Prophets,” in our English ver- 
sion. This description “Minor,” of doubtful 
value comes from the fact that they were shorter 
than the other prophets who wrote more exten- 
sively, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, 
etc. 


Explanation of Prophecy 

George Adam Smith has partially described 
the names and functions of a prophet. This is 
how he puts it: “In vulgar (common) use the 
name ‘prophet’ has degenerated to the mean- 
ing of ‘one who foretells the future.’ Of this 
meaning it is perhaps the first duty of every 
student of prophecy earnestly and stubbornly 
to rid himself. In its native Greek tongue, 
‘prophet’ means not ‘one who speaks before,’ 
but, ‘one who speaks for, or, on behalf of an- 
other.’ ”’. We agree with most of this, but reserve 
for ourselves the clear opinion that there are 
multiplied cases where the prophets told of the 
darkness of coming woes and of the unutterable 
brightness of the coming of the Son of God and 
His Kingdom. 


What We Will Study 


Our women this year will not study the entire 
“Book of the Twelve,” but six authors picked 
as worthy samples or representatives of the rest, 
namely Amos, Hosea, Micah, | Habakkuk, 
Zechariah and Malachi. Interestingly enough 
these will furnish sketches, so to speak, of the 
Assyrian, the Babylonian and the Persian 
periods. Assyria conquered the Northern King- 
dom of Israel; Babylon conquered the South- 
ern Kingdom of Judah and Persia allowed and 
assisted the Return from Exile. | 


In this article we want to make a few brief 
observations on the first three writers. We will 
tag them with three words, which may seem 
like over-simplication at first, but may help as 
pegs to hang our thoughts upon and perhaps 
help to remember them by at a later time. Here 
goes — Amos, JUDGMENT; Hosea, LOVE; 
Micah, HOPE. We hope you will literally rivet 
these broad terms to each prophet. 


Historical Background 


Both Northern and Southern Kingdoms great- 
ly expanded their borders in the earlier days. 
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In Amos’ and Hosea’s time Assyria and Egypt, 
the two great world powers, were at peace. Move 
down, if you will, a few decades, and the dread 
armies of Assyria began to march. They con- 
quered the smaller nations between Assyria and 
the Mediterranean. Israel the Northern King- 
dom was no match for such a power. The 
dreaded year 721 B. C. marked the conquest of 
this proud people and the end of their national 
existence. Thousands were carried into captivity 
while the poorest and the least promising of 
the nation were left behind to till the wasted 
soil and look after the olive groves that re- 
mained. There was much anguish and loss. The 
climate of their life had changed. The old luxury 
and plenty was gone. Judgment clouded the 
whole sky. Men, women and children were in 
trouble. Truly, this was it. Against this, Amos 
and Hosea warned the people. 


In the case of Micah, we have a prophet of 
the Southern Kingdom, who witnessed the armies 
of Assyria as they came up to the very walls 
of Jerusalem the capital, but never conquered 
little Judah. Another power, Babylon, approxi- 
mately a century later, was to accomplish this 
sad mission. During Micah’s day, however, there 
was the signal reformation, or revival, in Judah 
led by good King Hezekiah, in which no doubt 
Micah had a definite part. In spite of this splen- 
did awakening the seeds of decay were still ger- 
minating in Judah’s life which finally led to 
its complete overthrow, long after Hezekiah was 
dead. 


I. AMOS 


God uses all sorts of people. Do not worry 
too much if He is using some people that you 
may think of as queer. Amos was peculiar, or 
Shall we say odd, to say the least. He was a 
crude sheep herdsman of Tekoah who became 
a powerful preacher of righteousness. The mes- 
sages he delivered were both plain and at times 
terrible. His preaching probably made a lot of 
people uncomfortable. 


Professor George L. Robinson in his book, 
“The Twelve Minor Prophets,” says this about 
Amos, “By many Amos is supposed to be the 
earliest prophet whose writings have come to 
us. If so, then his book is the oldest volume of 
‘sermons’ extant! Be that as it may, he is one 
of the most forceful preachers of repentance 
and judgment of all the prophets of the Old 


‘Testament.” 
His Warnings 
While he pronounced God’s judgments upon 


the surrounding nations of Damascus, Gaza, 
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too often live. 


and that was to divorce their temple (or church) 
) worship and activities, from their daily life. 


inveighs against the women of Samaria (Israel) 
could not tolerate their purely animal existence, 


expense of the poor and needy. Drink was a 
problem in Israel then, just as it curses America 


_ for “men of distinction,” but for everybody else 
well. 


have forgotten the law of Jehovah, of the words 
of Kipling’s Recessional:— 


The tumult and the shouting dies— 
The Captains and the Kings depart 
Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart 
Lord God of hosts be with us yet 
Lest we forget — lest we forget. 


Far-called our navies melt away— 
On dune and headland sing the fire— 
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday 


i Is one with Nineveh and Tyre 


Judge of the nations spare us yet 
Lest we forget — lest we forget.”’ 


His Ray of Hope 


_ There are two notes of hope, however, in 
_ Amos’ stern messages of coming judgment and 
overthrow. They are these, - first, mercy for 
those who seek God and not evil. Their re- 
pentance was to be evidenced bv the fruits of 
a better life. “Seek ye me - Seek the Lord — 
Seek Him - Seek good and not evil. — But let 
_ judgment run down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream.” 


The second ray of sunshine is found in his 
closing words, “And IT will bring again the cap- 
tivity of my people Israel — and they shall 
build the waste cities, — and they shall no more 


be pulled up out of their land which I have. 


given them saith the Lord Thy God.” Lack of 
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Tyre, Edom and others, he brought home to the 
people of Israel and to us a stern rebuke for 
’ the luxurious, carefree, indifferent lives that we 


The people of Israel made a colossal blunder 


Someone has pointed out that there is often 
substitute of busy ‘“churchianity’” for real 
Christianity. These people offered their required 
sacrifices, sin offerings, burnt offerings and the 
like, but failed to live sincere, honest lives of 
kindness and of mercy. The merchants and the 
landowners “‘sold the righteous for silver and 
the poor for a pair of shoes.” False weights and 
high prices that were both deceitful and dis- 
honest the prophet scorns with all his soul. He 


calling them kine (or cows) of Bashan. He 
imbibing large amounts of alcohol at the precise 


today. Alas, it has become the pattern of our 
- lives, a sort of standard of excellence not only 


One is reminded as he reads the warnings of 
Amos of swift coming judgment upon those who 


space forbids us from discussing the various 
theories as to what this means. Let us say, we 
can’t help but believe that this is far greater 
than the Returns under Ezra and Nehemiah, 
- and much grander in import and accomplish- 
ment than the movements of modern Zionism. 
We believe we see, in fact, a wee, tiny, key-hole 
picture of the great everlasting Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour. “So then all Israel shall 
be saved.” “The Kingdoms of this world are 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of His 
Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever.” 


Il. HOSEA 


This is the first great prophet of LOVE. 
Think of telling this wonderful story before 
anyone else. It is magnificent. His marriage 
to an immoral woman named Gomer, by God’s 
command, is strange indeed. Yet, it is a clear 
picture of God’s love for His unfaithful re- 
bellious people. Professor George Robinson out- 
lines seven processes which he discovers in Hosea 
as the successive steps in Israel’s downfall 
(1) Lack of knowledge, “My people are de- 
stroyed for lack of knowledge” (4:6) i.e., for 
lack of head! The nation is ignorant of God’s 
law. (2) Pride, “and the pride of Israel doth 
testify to his face” (5:5) i.e., Israel has a diseased 
heart! They were not only patriotic but arro- 
gant. (3) Instability, “For your goodness is 
as a morning cloud, or as the dew that goeth 
early away.” (6:4) ; i.e., life is stifled by hypocrisy 
and ritual. (4) Worldliness - “Ephraim he 
mixeth himself among the peoples. Ephraim is 
a cake not turned” - 7:8); i.e., the nation’s 
politics were bad! (5) Corruption - “They have 
deeply corrupted themselves as in the days of 
Gibeah” (9:9); i.e., their religion was rotten. 
(6) Backsliding - “My people are bent on back- 
sliding from me” (11:7); i.e., backsliding had 
become a habit! (7) Idolatry - “And now they 
sin more and more, and have made them molten 
images of their silver, even idols according to 
their own understanding” (13:2); i.e., they had 


become guilty of complete abandon! Remember, 


God loved Israel in spite of all their backsliding. 


James Russell Lowell spoke important words 
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Har- 
vard University: “I am saddened when I see 
our success as a nation measured by the num- 
ber of acres under tillage, or of bushels of 
wheat exported, for the real value of a country 
must be weighed in scales more delicate than 
the balance of trade. — The measure of a 
nation’s true success is the amount it has con- 
tributed to the thought, the moral energy, the 
intellectual happiness, the spiritual hope and 
consolation of mankind.” 


Ill. MICAH 


Micah was a prophet to the Southern King- 
dom of Judah. He appears to have been a 
young contemporary of Hosea, as Hosea was 
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of Amos. The writer opens with a trembling 
note at the destruction of Northern Israel and 
Judah, as either quite imminent or actually 
in process at that time. In fact, the verb he 
uses makes possible that Samaria, or the North- 
ern Kingdom, had already been destroyed. One 
can imagine the news that Washington has 
fallen to the Communist invasion and that all 
government officials are in jail or have been 
hanged as traitors. Jerusalem looks as if it will 
be next on the agenda of destruction. 


May we make briefly five comments about the 
contents of Micah’s message. 


(1) He was a champion of the poor. The 


rich were absorbing their lands. The lot of — 


the poor was impossible. Social injustice was 
crying to heaven for redress. The invasion of 
the enemy was the judgment of Jehovah. 


(2) He told of the establishment of God’s 
final Kingdom. In chapter four, he says, “the 
mountain (or Kingdom) of the house of the 
Lord shall be established in the top of the 
mountains (or Kingdoms.) — and many nations 
shall come and say, Come and let us go up to 
the house of the God of Jacob” etc. A benevo- 
lent and beautiful picture follows of universal 
peace, security and righteousness. ‘The Lord 
shall reign — in Mt. Zion — forever.” 


(3) The coming King. Bethlehem shall be 
his birthplace. ‘For now shall He be great 
unto the ends of the earth.” 


(4) The exponent of true righteousness. He 


calls for the hills in chapter six, as a witness 
of the truth of Jehovah’s message. In the face 
of “‘wicked balances,” “deceitful weights,” ‘‘vio- 
lence,” “lies” and the like he utters a sublime 
word that has echoed across the centuries, “What 
is good and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with Thy God.” Wrapped up 
in this are all the tenets of faith, salvation and 
obedience. It is a picture of the good life. 


(5) A believer in a God of mercy, forgive- 
ness and love. Chapter seven, the final part 
of his message, presents a back drop of even 
greater measures of deceit and intrigue, “A 
man’s enemies are the men of his own house.” 
Yet as he draws his message to a close he rever- 


ently and joyously declares, “Who is a God like | 


unto thee that pardoneth iniquity and_passeth 
by the transgression of the remnant of his heri- 
tage? — because He delighteth in mercy. He 
will turn again. He will have compassion upon 


us. 
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CHAPTER I 
“Our Responsibility as 
Christian Citizens” 


Discussion of Dr. E. T. Thompson’s “Jesus and 
Citizenship” (Circle Bible Study) 


A Christian should never forget he is a citizen 
of two worlds. He is a citizen of this earth; he 
is a citizen of heaven. We are both temporal 
and eternal at the same time. To neglect his 
responsibilities toward either world is a vast 
mistake. | 


Dr. E. T. Thompson in discussing “Our Re. 
sponsibility as Christian Citizens” points out 
the fact that since Jesus lived in ancient Pales. 
tine, it is clear under these circumstances that 


Jesus would not speak of many of the concrete f 


problems which we now face; that we cannot 
expect from Him exact directions in regard 
to the exercise of the franchise, or the settle- 
ment of race problems, or scores of other ques. 
tions with which we must be concerned as citi- 
zens today. We take it that Dr. Thompson 
meant to say that Jesus did leave us, however, 
the necessary broad principles of fairness, social 
justice, kindness, tolerance, and patience to be 


- applied to any and all the situations of life. 


The writer naturally hastens to the Sermon 


on the Mount and seizes upon those two graphic 
sayings of our Lord, “You are the salt of the 
earth - You are the light of the world.” (Mat- 
thew 5:13-14). He emphasizes with italics each 
word in order, and does so most effectively. 
“You are the salt of the earth - You are the light 
of the world.” You Christian people, you Elders 
and Deacons, you fathers and mothers, you 
Christian young people, you are the _ people 
Jesus is talking to. It is not government officials, 
it is not politicians, it is not educators neces- 
sarily, for they may not be followers of Jesus 
Christ. If this is the case they could not be 
the salt, nor the light if they would. What an 
obligation, what a privilege, what a responsi- 
bility is ours as Christians. 


Next, “You are the salt of the earth—You are 
the light of the world.” This states a fact; it 
announces a condition; it imposes an obligation. 
We are something, whether we will, or no. It 
was Dr. Campbell Morgan who said words to 
this effect, “Every Christian is either a gathering 
or a scattering influence.” He was paraphras- 
ing our Lord’s words, “He that gathereth not 
with me scattereth abroad.” Jesus warned that 
the salt because of insipidity loses all of its 
tang and its keeping power. We are no power 
for righteousness in our community if we are 
lackadaisical and careless towards our God and 
His needy world around us. 


The Writer then goes a step farther to tell 
us that this salt and this light of ours, affect not 
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a little segment of our planet, but the entire 


“world.” “Ye are the light of the world.” The 
Master could see the witness, the example, the 
influence of His followers penetrating the dark- 
ness, the doubt, and the corruption of humanity. 
Yes, let’s keep the idea of penetrating or per- 
meating as imperative in our thinking. Where 
shall it be? Well, the places are numerous,—the 
home, the circle, the club, the P.T.A., the 
church, the Sunday School, the shopping center, 
the neighborhood, the world. How blessed, how 
uplifting is the force of one loving, courageous, 
tactful, unselfish Christ-like person in a group. 
Such a one may be popular, usually they are, 
but not always. Jesus our Lord never guaran- 
teed popularity. “In the world you shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world.” 


The Salt 


What is salt like? Dr. Thompson says, “Salt 
has two functions, to seascn and to preserve.” 
Christians should always be the ones to make 
life more wholesome, more attractive, more jov- 
ous. We have to watch out lor this “seasoning” 
function, lest we become so prejudiced, so bitter, 
so narrow we repel rather than attract others to 
our Lord. This quiet “seasoning” influence 


with its “tangy” flavor should affect all races 


regardless of their color, social standing, or 
economic condition... It should stretch out kind 
hands to those across the seas, for we are the 
salt of the “earth.” Our missionary impulses 
should be stronger, our support more generous 
for the spread of the gospel. 


Salt, as the writer points out, not only sea- 
sons, but it also preserves. In Palestine they 
had no ice, then, and they have very little now. 
Salt keeps decay from acting and destroys a 
great many dangerous. germs. He points out 
the fact that there are destructive forces at work 
today that would annihilate the individual as 
well as the home. They would destroy our 


economic life, our political independence, and 


our social well-being. Our international under- 
standing is constantly being undermined by the 
termites of Communism and a_ super-national- 
ism. A Christian influence, nevertheless, through 
our churches and our government should be a 
potent influence for fair-dealing for righteous- 
ness. Christian statesmen backed up by an 


awakened Christian constituency can wield an 
influence that is both wholesome and world 
wide in its effects. 


The Light of the World 


Dr. ‘Thompson develops the likeness of our 
Christianity and its influence to light. Jesus 
would light not only the shining torches of 
brilliant minds but also the flickering candle 
lights of homely hearts. The Author quotes the 
appropriate words of Dr. Merrill, “Christianity 
has spread through the shining lights, Brooks, 
Drummond, Moody, Wesley, Luther, Wycliffe, 
Saint Francis, and a host of others, who shine 
like great beacons that cannot be hid. But it 


has spread at least as much, probably far more, 


through the simple candlelight in innumerable 
homes.” Whether a candle or a beacon, the 
light of the Christian must shine out across 
the world until the road is clear for men to 
walk along and the path of duty is made plain. 


We are reminded of Laura Copenhaver’s 
earnest and beautiful words: 


“Through desert ways, dark fen and deep morass, 
Through jungles, sluggish seas, and mountain 
pass, 
Build ye the road, and falter not nor stay; 
Prepare across the earth the King’s highway. 
Lord give us faith and strength the road to 
build, 


‘To see the promise of the day fulfilled, 
When war shall be no more and strife shall 


cease 
Upen the highway of the Prince of Peace.” 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 13 By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Baptized and Tempted 


Background Scripture: Matthew 3 and 4 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 3:1-14 


In the Epistle to the Hebrews we are taught that Christ became one of us in order that He might 


be a faithful and merciful High Priest. He was faithful to Him that appointed Him. Moses was faithful, 


as a servant; Jesus Christ was faithful as a Son over His own house. He was baptized, not that He 
had any sins to be confessed and put away, but to fulfill all righteousness. He was tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin, in order that He might succor those that are tempted. In today’s 


lesson we are ccnsidering both of these events, 
His Baptism and His Temptation; both for us. 
His Baptism: Chapter 3. 


Jchn the Baptist begins his ministry, preach- 
ing. and saying, Repent ye : for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Great multitudes came 
to hear him, and to be baptized in the river 
Jordan, cenfessing their sins. He warned the 
scribes and Pharisees who came that they must 
bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. True 
repentance, like saving faith, must show itself 


in works. Our definition of Repentance unto 


life is a good one for it combines the teaching 
of the Bible upon that subject. It is needed 
in our generation, both to be taught and 
preached, and also to be put into practice. Our 
idea of repentance, like so many other ideas, 
has become somewhat vague and meaningless. 
Real revival must start with genuine repentance. 


Besides preaching repentance, and baptizing, 
John bore witness to the One who was to come 
after him, the One Who would thoroughly 
purge His floor, gathering the wheat into the 
garner, but burning up the chaff. ‘Turning 
now to the gospel according to John, and com- 
paring it with this account in Matthew, we see 
that John also bore testimony to Christ as the 
Lamb cf God Who should take away the sin 
of the world. Matthew tells the people that, 
“He that cometh after me shall baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Combining all 
these statements we see that John the Baptist 
had a clear conception both of the person and 
work of the Messiah. Let me summarize briefly: 
Jesus was to be “mightier than 1’; He was to 
baptize with the Holy Spirit; He was to be 
the Lamb of God; He was to be the Judge, sepa- 
rating wheat from chaff. 


Knowing all this about Jesus, it is not sur- 
prising that, when Jesus came to be baptized, 
John hesitated and objected, saying, I have need 
to be baptized of Thee, and comest thou to 
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me? Jesus’ answer explains the reason; Suffer 
it to be so now, for so it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness. Jesus was “‘made under the 
Law,” and subjected Himself to all its require- 
ments and regulations. He was taking the place 
of sinners. He had no sin, and therefore needed 
no repentance, or water baptism, which was a 
sign of cleansing, but He subjected Himself to 
this ordinance because He was made like unto 
His brethren. 


I would like to give my own personal con- 
viction as to the mode of baptism used by John. 
To me the picture is very clear. Both John and 
Jesus were wearing sandals, which could be 
easily slipped off. John, I believe, stood in 
the edge of the river Jordan, and as Jesus stood 
before him, took a hyssop branch and dipping 
it in the running water, (which was_ clean 
water) sprinkled Jesus with this water. This 
fully satisfies the reading in the Greek, and 
was the natural wav for John to baptize. I 
can see no immersion in this picture, and I 
believe I follow My Lord in baptism when I 
pour or sprinkle water on the one being bap- 
tized. 


Notice, too, the vast difference between Jesus’ 
baptism and that of the others. The Holy Spirit 
descends in the form of a dove and rests upon 
Him, and a voice is heard saying, This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. The 
water came down, and so did the Spirit. Water, 
after all, is but a symbol. Water can never wash 


away sin. The real baptism is that of the Spirit. 


A cup full of water is just as much a symbol of 
cleansing as a river full. We have in this picture 
another confirmation of our belief in the Trin- 
ity. All three persons ot the Godhead are 
present. 


From this chapter we learn some most im- 
portant and practical lessons. We are taught 
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that true repentance is more than words and 
form; it must bear fruit in a changed life. There 
must be “full purpose of, and endeavor after, 
new obedience.” If a man says, I repent, and 
still continues to live a life of sin, we know 
that his repentance is not genuine. I am afraid 


that there is a great deal of merely professed re- 


pentance without any change in direction or 
purpose or practice. We see also how much 
greater Jesus is than John the Baptist. John 
was a great man; Jesus was a Great Saviour. 
We see, too, that the baptism that counts is 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We learn also 
that Jesus was willing to become in all points 
like as we are, except for sin. His Baptism and 
Temptation both show this. 


Il. His Temptation: 4:1-11. 


This passage has been studied so often that 
it is very familiar and its truths and lessons 
are known to us all. It will do us good, how- 
ever, tO go over it again, for we never read 
or study the Bible without seeing new things, 
if the Holy Spirit guides us. As we go over 
these familiar verses let us keep in mind this 
verse from Hebrews: ‘Tempted in all points 
like as we are, yet without sin. These are but 
samples of the many temptations which came 
to Him while in the flesh. : 


This whole picture should make us sure of 
the reality and personality of our great adver- 
sary, the devil. There is a great deal of shallow 
thinking and speaking and writing about Satan 
and his work. I believe that when we try to 
speak or write about our “adversary” that he 
tries to hinder all he can. We do not hear 
many sermons about the devil or about sin. It 
has become “old-fashioned” to mention such 
disagreeable subjects. In this chapter we get 
a glimpse of Satan: his cunning and his power 
and his boldness. If we read our Bibles we 
will see “the trail of the serpent” as it stretches 
from Eden to the bottomless pit, and to the 
lake of fire. It is a crooked, slimy trail, wind- 
ing its way into every home, every community, 
and everv nation. When we treat lightly his 
power, his activity and his influence, we are 


| playing into his hand. The most foolish mis- 


take a general can make, said Robert E. Lee, 
is to underestimate the strength of the enemy. 
It was no minor foe that Jesus met in “The Bat- 
tle of the Wilderness,” but the head of all the 
forces of evil, the prince of the power of the 
air, | | 


1. The first temptation is to doubt; not 


doubt that He is the Son of God, but doubt 
as to His Father’s care. The word, “If seems 
to be more like ‘Since’; since thou art the 
Son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread; use your prerogative as the Son to create 
bread as you used that power to create the 
world. 
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~~vipers and letting them bite him, to prove that 


Now, remember that Jesus took upon Him- 
self the form of man, and that He is here as 
a Man. We, as ordinary men and women, have 
our temptations to sometimes doubt God’s care 
over us. Will the Father let His Son starve 
to death out there in the wilderness? He has 
fasted forty days and is hungry. Will He trust 
His Father? Jesus answers from the Scripture: 
“It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” Man is more than body; he 
is a spiritual being, and the spirit is more im- 
portant than the body. 


In these days when so much stress is laid 
upon proper food for our bodies, this lesson 
comes home with added meaning. We are 
anxious and worried for fear that we will starve 
to death, or be undernourished. I wonder if 
the old custom of fasting would not be good 
for many of us? Do not many of us stuff our 
bodies and starve our souls? The most impor- 
tant food is still, “every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.” Let us trust our 
Father. 


2. The second temptation seems to be a temp- 
tation to Presumption. It is the opposite of 
the first. The devil quotes a promise in sup- 
port of his suggestion: “If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down, for it is written, He 
shall give his angels charge concerning thee; 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 
stone.” We can presume upon a promise of 
God. For instance, Jesus said that “They shall 
take up serpents: and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them.” (Mark 16:17,18). 
Does this promise mean that we Christians are 
to “show off” by going around handling deadly 
snakes? Are we that foolish? This promise was 
fulfilled in the case of Paul when a viper came 
out of the heat and fastened upon him and 
he shook it off and felt no harm. But Paul 
had more sense than to go around hunting 


God would take care of him. 


Surely no one would claim this promise as 
insurance against drinking carbolic acid. Even 
in this matter of’ healing the sick we have to 
guard against the temptation to “show off.” I 
was listening to one of the best known “Faith 
Healers” recently. He preached a good gospel 
sermon, and he made no claim to heal by his 
own power. However, when several people pre- 
sented themselves for healing, I could not help 
but feel that he was making a spectacular show 
out of it. I do not wish to misjudge. I know 
God heals the sick in answer to prayer, and 
the disciples were given power to so heal, and 
I am sure that there is a place for such healing 
today. Let us be careful not to presume. Jesus 
rejected Satan’s suggestion. 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 13 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“That Ye May Know” 


Scripture: I John 5:1-15 
Suggested Hymns: “I Love To Tell The Storv” 
“More About Jesus” 
“Fling Out The Banner! 
Let It Float” 


(This program presents one of the five finan- 
cial objectives selected by Presbyterian young 
people for 1957. Some groups will receive a 
special offering for each of these objectives, and 
others will designate a definite part of the 
benevolent budget. In either case, be sure to 
have a prayer of dedication for your gifts. Our 
prayers and our sincere interest are fully as 
important as our material gifts.) 


Program Leader: 


In writing his letter to the early Christians 
John gave a definite statement of his purpose. 
He said that he wrote those words in order 
that the readers might know that they had 
eternal life. The Scriptures are superior to all 
other Christian literature in that the Holy Spirit 
inspired the writing of the Bible in a special 
way, but all Christian literature shares in the 
purpose of the Scriptures: that those who read 
it may come to know certain things. 


The first purpose of Christian literature is 
to help us know and understand the Bible. 
Knowing the Bible, we come to know Christ. 
If we know Christ as Saviour and Lord, we know 
that we have eternal life. It is only when we 
know all these things that we can really know 
how to live in a way that is pleasing to God 
and helpful to others. 


In this program we are considering one of 
our financial objectives for 1957. A portion of 
our money is being used again this year to 
provide a three month supply of free literature 


for new Sunday Schools. We are providing these 


teaching and learning materials in order that 
others may have the knowledge necessary to 
Christian life and growth. We are giving that 
they may know. 


Our gift of literature to these newly estab- 
lished Sunday Schools should benefit them in 
at least three ways. Our speakers will tell us 
what thev are. 
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First Speaker: 

The most obvious advantage to a new Sunda 
School in receiving a supply of free literature 
for the first quarter of its life is a financial 
one. Many of us belong to Sunday Schools in 
which the purchase of literature presents no 
problem. The secretary and superintendent 
may complain from time to time about the 
rising cost of all printed materials, but there 
always seems to be enough money to buy what 
ever is needed. Suppose your Sunday School 
is just beginning. There has been no previous 
quarter to save up offerings to purchase sup- 
plies needed for this quarter. All your families 
are in the lower income brackets, and most ol 
those interested in the Sunday School are chil- 
dren and young people who have no incomes 
of their own. You can readily see that in such 
a situation the purchase of supplies would be 
a real problem. Many new Sunday Schools 
find it necessary to begin their work with an 
inadequate supply of inferior literature. The 
gift we are making through our financial ob- 
jective will enable these new schools to make 
a strong start. 


Second Speaker: 


Another advantage of the free literature being 
provided through our gifts lies in the experience 
of those who prepare and apportion the ma- 
terials. The supplv of literature sent to each 
new school is carefully selected according to 
the numbers and ages of the students. This is 
a service which is most valuable to many inex- 
perienced administrators of voung Sunday 
Schools. It takes considerable experience and 
training to know what kind and what amount 
of literature to order for a Sunday School. Many 
of our newly organized Sunday Schools are lack- 
ing in leadership with such experience and 
training. The service we are providing through 
our financial objective will bring experience to 
where it is needed. 


Third Speaker: 

There are inevitable discouragements and 
disappointments to be encountered in the or- 
ganization of new Sunday Schools. Many times 
those who are engaged in this important work 
are tempted to think that the rest of the church 
is unmindful of their problems and not interested 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, January 13, John 20:26-31. When 
Jesus called His disciples to go where there was 
real danger of death (John 11:7-8), it 
was Thomas who expressed a willingness to 
die with Him (11:16). What do you suppose 
the state of Thomas’ mind was when he made 
the statement of 20:25? How must the sight 
of Christ’s crucifixion have affected one as loyal 
as Thomas? The other disciples had not be- 
lieved that Christ had risen when they first 
heard the news (Luke 24:9-11). Observe 
Thomas’ action when the risen Christ revealed 
Himself to him (vv.27-28). Was there any lack 
of loyalty to Christ on Thomas’ part when he 
expressed his doubts (v.25) ? Christ is more than 
willing to help sincere Christians who are con- 
fused in their personal faith. 

Monday, January 14, Exodus 19:3-6. The chil- 
dren of Israel had left Egypt and come to the 
foot of Mount Sinai (19:1-2). In chapter 19 
preparations were made for God’s coming down 
upon the mountain to deliver the Ten Com- 
mandments (c.20). Why do you suppose the 
death penalty was imposed upon anyone who 
entered God’s presence (vv.11-13,20-21)? Try 
to picture the scene of God coming down upon 
the mountain (vv.16-19). How did the people 
react (20:18-19)? Here is God in all His holi- 
ness meeting face to face with His people. 
Sometimes we, who have Christ to mediate for 
us, are not aware of the holiness of our God, 
but a holy walk is required of us, as well as 
of the Children of Israel (vv.5-6), if we are 
to walk with Him. Read Hebrews 12:18-25. 


Tuesday, January 15, I Samuel 1:21-28. For 


years the Word of the Lord had been little 
heard in Israel (3:1). God began to move by 
allowing disappointment and _ frustration to 
come into the life of an obscure woman named 
Hannah (1:2-8). She became the object of 


~ scorn (1:2,6) and even her prayers were mis- 


understood (1:12-14). Notice the depth of Han- 
nah’s distress in her desire for a child (v.10). 
Do you think she would have reached the dedi- 
cation of v.11 if she had not experienced adver- 
sity? How do wv.24-28 reveal the sincerity of 
the vow that she made in v.11? Thus the pur- 
poses of God were accomplished through the 
birth (1:20) and consequent ministry of Sam- 
uel (3:19-20). Notice Hannah’s deep joy 
(2:1ff). Will you give all the disappointments 
and adversities of your life to God, asking Him 
to work out His own purposes through them? | 

Wednesday, January 16, Proverbs 3:1-4. The 
teachings and commandments of the Lord are 


the ways of blessing for men. List the blessings © 


mentioned in vv.1-10 that come to the person 


who heeds the ways of the Lord. Notice what | 
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is involved in heeding His ways: (a) a trust- 
ing of Him to lead and guide in perplexing and 
difficult problems (vv.5-6); (b) a willingness 
to learn new truth from Him (vv.5,7); (c) a 
willingness to apply His ways to our lives (vv.1- 
3) and turn from sin (v.7; (d) an acceptance 
of the circumstances of our lives as from Him 
(vv.11-12); (3) the honoring of God with the 
first fruits of our income (v.9). Which of the 
above requirements reveals a lack in your life 
in your relation with God? 

Thursday, January 17, Ruth 1:14-18. Ina 
foreign land Naomi’s two sons married foreign 
wives, Orpah and Ruth (vv.1-4). Both sons died 
(v.5) and as Naomi returned to Bethlehem, she 
encouraged her daughters-in-law to return to 
their own homes (vv.7-18). What was Naomi’s 
reason for urging them to go (vv.9,11-13) ? No- 
tice the strong bonds of affection that bound 
them together (vv.8-9,14). Orpah, however, did 
return to her home (vv.14-15), but Ruth re- 
mained (vv.15-18). Be sure to notice that 
Orpah returned to her people and to her gods 
(v.15) while Ruth remained with Naomi and 
followed the Lord (vv.16-17). Ruth subse- 
quently became the great grandmother of 
David (4:13,17) and an ancestor of the Messiah 
(Matthew 1:5-16). Are you willing to put all 
those things that are precious to you secondary 
to following Christ? Unexpected _ blessings 
await you if you do. 

Friday, January 18, Ephesians 6:10-18.  Be- 
cause the Christian in his own strength is help- 
less against the power of Satan (vv.11-13) Paul 
instructs the believer to put on the armor of 
God (vv.10,11,13). The believer finds all the 
equipment mentioned in vv.14-15,17a in Christ. 
Notice that the Christian’s armor covers the 
body from head to toe; his protection in Christ 
is complete. In taking the shield of faith (v.16) 
the believer turns the temptations that are 
hurled at him over to Christ and trusts Him to 
overcome them. Daily Bible study (v.17b) and 
prayer (v.18) also fortify the believer against 
temptation. Do you try to overcome temptations 
in your own strength or do you turn them over 
to Christ to conquer for you? 

Saturday, January 19, Daniel 6:1-10. Read 
the entire story,of Daniel and the Lion’s Den 
(vv.1-28). What facts about God stand out in 
this story (vv.22,26-27)? Contrast the edict 
Darius made about himself before Daniel was 
put in the den of lions (vv.7b,12) and the 
edict he made about God after the incident 
(vv.25-27). What truth about himself did 
Darius discover? about God? Observe the crafti- 
ness of Daniel’s adversaries (vv.4-13) and yet 
the outcome of their lives (v.24). What facts 
about God account for their thwarted efforts 
(vv.22,26-27) 2? No man’s scheme, no king’s law 
can impair the hand of God (cf. vv.12,27). It 
was this view of God that gave Daniel courage 
(v.10) and faith (v.23). Fix your eyes upon 
this same God who watches over you. 
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A.T.S. News 


A professor and a former faculty member of 
the General Assembly’s Training School were 
awarded honorary degrees early in December by 
- Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. Dr. Rachel Hen- 
i derlite, professor of Applied Christianity and 


Christian Nurture, and Miss Myrtle Williamson, a 
graduate of the Training School and former di- 
rector of Field Work, each received the degree, 
doctor of humanities. 


z Miss Henderlite has been on the faculty of 
the Training School since 1944. Miss Williamson, 
who served the School from 1946 to 1948, is now 
Director of Christian Activities and member of 
the faculty of the department of Religion at Still- 
man College, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


Plans are in process for opening the Demonstra- 
tion Kindergarten on January 28, 1957, under the 
direction of Miss Josephine Newbury. The specially 
_ designed building is nearing completion and will 
~ accomodate 25 children. The observation booth, 
- equipped for 20 persons, has one-way vision glass, 
- and also has an electronics system by which ob- 
. servers can hear conversations in the play room; 
and with the use of ear phones and a dial, can 
- follow an individual child or group for any period 
- of time desired. Observation will be a part of the 
- training for the students who take the kindergar- 
ten course. Parents of children enrolled in the 
kindergarten will be encouraged to avail them- 
selves of observation opportunities, and to attend 
periodic parent conferences. To a lesser extent 
other parents and interested persons may be ex- 
tended observation privileges. — 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — Presbyterian College’s Diamond Jubi- 
lee Development Program moved close to the $800,- 
000 mark early in December, as Upper Charleston 


region turned in its first report on December 9. 


A total of $11,320 from 81 subscriptions was 
reported by the little Upper Charleston area which 
_ had set its sights on $12,000. And although the 
_ drive there has officially closed, the Rev. Hubert 
_G. Wardlaw of Orangeburg, and Mr. Alex Mc- 
_ Crackin of Bamberg, co-chairmen of the region, 
_ expressed confidence that the goal would be com- 
_ pleted in that area within a short time. 


Macon area Presbyterians brought in $18,773 
_ from 71 subscriptions at their first report meeting. 


Presbytery almost reached its goal, and the Macon . 


The goal set for the campaign in this area is 
$40,240. Leading in this area are co-chairmen Mr. 
Henry K. Burns, and the Rev. John E. Richards, 
both of Macon. 


The latest returns from these two regions 
pushed the development program total to date 
to $795,378. The campaign has already exceeded 
its minimum goal of $750,000. The campaign is 
being conducted within the Synods of South Caro- 
lina and Georgia. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte — Baptist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, 


and Methodist churches — seven separate congre- 


gations -— paid honor to Queens College recently, 
as part of the centennial celebration of the Pres- 
byterian institution. 


These seven groups joined in the school’s cele- 
bration, as each of the seven churches had at an 
earlier time been sheltered on Queens’ campus. 


The convocation, beginning with an academic 
procession, was held in Myers Park Baptist 
Church, one of the churches that had had its 
beginnings on the campus. 


Charlotte — Baptist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, 
and Methodist churches — seven separate congre- 
gations — paid honor to Queens College recently, 
as part of the centennial celebration of the Pres- 
byterian institution. 


These seven groups joined in the school’s cele- 
bration, as each of the seven churches had at an 
earlier time been sheltered on Queens’ campus. 


The convocation, beginning with an academic 
procession, was held in Myers Park Baptist 
Church, one of the churches that had had its be- 
ginnings on the campus. 


TEXAS 


Dallas — An organizational meeting for a new 
Presbyterian church in Dallas was held here De- 
cember 9th. The new church is the ninth new one 
to be sponsored by the Presbyterian Extension 
Committee of Dallas in the last eight years. 


Members of the commission of the Presbytery 
of Dallas in charge of the organization were: The 
Rev. Robert P. Douglass, chairman; Dr. William M. 
Elliott, Jr., Dr. Walter A. Bennett, Mr. B. T. 
Erwin, Mr. Austin B. Watson, Mr. George R. Allen, 
and Mr. James P. Williams, Jr. 


COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Co-educational ... Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian 
Four-year Libera] Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $895.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, "RESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


influences. Fully accredited. 
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Dr. Elliot, pastor of the Highland Park Presby- 
terian Church of Dallas, preached the sermon. His 
topic was ‘“‘Every Man in His Place.” 


Minister for the new congregation is the Rev. 
W. A. Dealey, Jr., a graduate of the University of 
Texas, Austin Theological Seminary, and the 
Andover-Newton Theological Seminary of Boston, 
Mass. 


Charter membership of the new church is nearly 
100, Mr. Dealy said. | 


Dallas — On Sunday, December 9, at special | 


services held at 3:00 P. M. a commission of the 
Presbytery of Dallas organized the Churchill Way 
Presbyterian Church. 


Members of the Commission were Rev. Messrs. 
Robt. P. Douglass, Preston Hollow pastor; Walter 
A. Bennett, Westminster pastor; Wm. M. Elliott, 
Jr., Highland Park pastor; and elders B. T. Erwin, 
James P. Williams, Jr., George R. Allen, Chairman 
of Presbytery’s Committee on Church Extension, 
and Austin P. Watson, President of the Presby- 
terian Extension Committee of Dallas. 


A total of 82 people presented themselves for 
membership at this service of organization, with 
an additional 26 who had signed the organization 
petition but were unable to be present at this first 
service. Of the 104 petitioners, 45 came from 


membership in the Preston Hollow Church, 17 from 


Highland Park, and 10 from Westminster. Seven 
people were received on re-affirmation and 4 adults 
on profession. There were three adult baptisms and 
at the same service the baptism of infant children 
of two of the new families. 


Officers installed were - Elders: B. T. Erwin, 
Henry W. DuBois, O. H. Grubbs, and James P. 
Williams, Jr.; deacons W. H. Wilson, Jr., James R. 
Young, Frank H. Pillsbury, E. A. Olson, Scott 
DeLee, and Gene Mundy. This is the ninth church 
organization, effected as a result of the work of 
the Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas in 
the past eight years. 


Dallas — Lloyd S. Kreidler, a student at South- 
ern Methodist University, has become part-time 
worker in the Christian Education Department at 
Highland Presbyterian Church. His main service 
will be to the Youth Work of the church. 


Mrs. Joseph M. Wilson and three children, mem- 
bers of Highland Park Church, have presented a 
set of Rex Brasher’s “Trees and Birds of North 
America” to the Rare Book Collection of the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 


Dallas — The ‘50 Plus Club,” an organization 
in Highland Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, has 
been written up in STAMPS, a magazine for those 
interested in philately. 


The “50 Plus Club,” organized two years ago, 
meets once a month for fellowship among those 
persons over fifty years of age. Those who attend, 
for the most part, are retired persons or free from 
much responsibility, and who enjoy a place of 
recreation and fellowship. 


One of the first members, Mrs. Annie Jenkins, 
collected used stamps. The American Bible Society 
benefited from the collection, which was expanded 
after Mrs. Jenkins’ death. Today the project 
brings in thousands of stamps from around the 
world and establishes a person-to-person friendship 
between members of the “50 Plus Club” and 
citizens of other countries. 
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GENEROUS... 
ASSURED... 
An Income for You— 


An Outgo of Christianity { 


This free booklet on Church Extension An- 
nuities tells how. Briefly, your gift to the 
Board purchases a regular annuity for you 
which pays you an income for life—beginning 
now. To protect your investment, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your 
lifetime, and, depending on your age, you can 
receive up to 7.4% per year — regardless of 

prevailing business conditions. Payments are 
made_ semi-annually. 
Later, your gift lives 
after you bringing 
others to Christ. See 
how people with small 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 


Write For 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” — 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. B-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


People 60 To 80 


APPLY FOR OLD LINE LEGAL 
RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE 


If you are under 80, you can still apply 
for a $1,000 life insurance policy to help 
take care of final expenses without burden- 
ing your family. 


You can handle the entire transaction by 
mail with OLD AMERICAN of KANSAS 
CITY. No obligation any kind. No one will 
call on you! 


Write today for free information. Simply 
mail postcard or letter (giving age) to Old 
American Ins. Co., 1 W. 9th, Dept. L121P, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Sustained by a Heritage 
of Christian Ideals 


Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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when a dollar was sent to a newspaper 
in Indonesia for an ad asking for exchange of 
stamps, eighty replies and 4,000 stamps resulted. 
Among some of the replies have been requests 

for Bibles. 


: Members of the “50 Plus Club’”’ have used some 
~ of their foreign stamps to make unique Christmas 


Hy i eards for the 1956 season. 

he & SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 

(Continued from Page 11) 

ull |) 3. The third temptation is to be disloyal to 
God and His Mission. 
of | I do not believe that the Cross was a sort 
are — of “Second Best,” as some people try to tell 


-us today. I believe that the Lamb was slain 
from the foundation of the world, and that God 
the Father and God the Son had a very definite 

- » understanding and plan for the salvation of lost 
» sinners. —The way of the Cross is a hard way 
} but it was the way agreed upon. Satan is sug- 


‘down and worship me, and all the kingdoms 
' of the world will be yours without all the shame 
and suffering of the cross. God had promised 
the Son that He should sit upon the throne. 
_ The way to this throne is described for us by 
_ Paul when he tells us of the mind that was in 

Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:5-10). Jesus rejects 

this temptation with scorn, saying, Get thee 

behind me, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt 
, Ga. — worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt 


_ Are we always loyal to God and willing to 
follow His way? 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
(Continued from Page 12) 
_in what they are doing. Our gifts of literature 
will serve to encourage these schools and their 


ly _ leaders and to show them that we are all aware 

ip _ of their work and thankful for their service. It 

n- will also serve to show to all who will see that 
our church is concerned with missions and 

y evangelism at home as well as abroad. 

nl (If any member of your group knows of a 


Sunday School which benefited from the free 
literature last year, let him report on it to the 


ly group. Items of local or personal interest will 
d always enrich your programs. You might ask 
is your Sunday School officials for samples of all 


the materials used in your school. Make a dis- 
__| § play of them, so your young people can see 
—— § what a variety of literature is needed in a good 
Sunday School.) 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Cc. | Weaverville, N. C. 
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gesting another way: Disown your Father, fall. 
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BOOK 


THE BIBLE AS HISTORY. Werner Keller. Wm. 
Morrow & Co. $5.95. | 


This book has achieved considerable circulation 
here in Houston, and some one lent me a copy. 
The book has some very fine points but also some 
very weak ones. It was reviewed in “Time” of 
Oct. 29th by a very liberal editor, which unfor- 
tunately gives one the wrong impression of its 
merits. On the cover it is labelled a “Confirmation 
of the Book of Books,”’ but the confirmation is lim- 
ited mainly to political conditions and material 
facts, while often discrediting the Bible in the more 
important spiritual matters. The book represents 
a current trend among scholars of the liberal 
school to acknowledge more and more the material 
side of the Old Testament as factual in a rather 
loose degree of accuracy, while rejecting it as the 
trustworthy Word of God. While we who trust 
the Bible welcome this swing in the right direc- 
tion, we cannot relax our guard against unbelief 
still present. We must learn to take advantage of 
the wealth of information which makes the Bible 
stories more vivid and realign facts used to dis- 
eredit the Bible in their true place so that they 
will credit it. It is extremely unfortunate that 
most books which deal with Old Testament setting 


are from the hand of those who do not trust it. 


It is impossible to point out the many mistakes 
in the book but the Christian who knows his Bible 
will recognize most of them. These should not 
deter us from enjoying the wealth of information 
vn the political conditions of the various periods 
vf Biblical History. Outside the one described 
below, the only important difference which the 
reviewer has with the chronology of the book is 
that he feels the Exodus occurred in the reign of 
Thothmes, not Rameses. 


It is highly unfortunate that Dr. Keller begins 
his book with the biggest chronological and scien- 
tific mistake, and as it is a common mistake among 
conservative writers, attention must be called to it. 
He describes a silt deposit which Sir Leonard 
Woolley found between two layers of painted pot- 
tery at the mound of Ur where Abraham lived 
when young. He thinks it is a confirmation of 
the FLOOD of Noah, but actually it was deposited 
many many centuries before the Biblical FLOOD. 
The identification has persisted since Sir Leonard 
sent the famous telegram “We have found the 
FLOOD” and thereby was able to raise more funds 
for his excavations. Dr. Keller has an excellent 
description and from it one can easily see that 
Dr. Keller and Noah have written about two very 
different events. 


According to the book, Woolley found this ten 
foot layer of silt between two layers of (Obeid) 
painted pottery. The lower pottery was hand-made, 
and there were no signs of metal among the sherds. 
The upper layer was wheel-made accompanied by 
signs of metal. He has a map showing the extent 
of the FLOOD as covering the low-lying land be- 
tween the two rivers, Tigris and Ephrates. He also 
notes the Persian Gulf as reaching to Ur. The 
increase in culture indicates that the inundation 
lasted many decades at least. (He has one small 
error in that he mentions Kish which was not 
founded till long long afterward.) Such an ac- 
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count, factual though it is, does not confirm the 
Biblical story of the FLOOD, but declares it false, 
unless redated. 


However, the description Dr. Keller gives does 
confirm the Bible in another way. That silt indi- 
cates a period of high sea-level in antediluvian 
times, showing that both the Bible and archeology 
teach that men lived in the glacial ages. But the 
importance of that silt deposit between pottery 
layers shows that early civilizations of the Near 
East existed in the glacial ages which picture- 
drawing cave-dwellers hunted reindeer in France. 
That lower Obeid pottery was much later than the 
beginning of civilization, and it was a mere acci- 
dent that Sir Leonard found no traces of metal 
in the lower layers, for archeologists have found 
copper and even traces of iron in the mound left 
from the earliest painted pottery culture, called 
Hassunah, long before the ancestors of those rein- 
der hunters left Mesopotamia. 


After the Obeid painted pottery times, economic 
and social conditions deteriorated because of the 
wickedness mentioned in the Bible and painted 
pottery vanished for a long time before the FLOOD. 
After the FLOOD during the regenerated social 
condition of Noah’s posterity in Babel (Jemdet 
Nas) times painted pottery reappeared. The Bibli- 
cal FLOOD was not recorded by silt, but by a 
HIATUS in human culture, noted by archeologists 
oo ee parts of the world. IT WAS NOT 


That silt at Ur which Dr. Keller describes is 
very important in the history of antediluvian times 
and is one of the conclusive proofs that civilized 
man reaches back in the Near East into the glacial 
ages as far back as the stone age men in Europe. 
All were the children of Adam and Eve. 


Dr. Keller merely followed non-Christian scien- 
tists and made a great mistake. How can we who 
are not informed, as Dr. Keller evidently was not, 
detect these scientific mistakes? It is very easy. 
That is just why God gave us the Bible to guide 
us. If one trusts the Bible it will be exceedingly 
instructive to read this interesting book discarding 
the relatively few things that contradict the Scrip- 
tures and enjoying the great part which confirms 


the Bible. 
—J. V. N. Talmage 


PUT YOUR CHURCH IN THE NEWS. Robert 
Walker. Scripture Press. 60 cents. 


This booklet is to show one how to write news 
articles about the church’s activities that will be 
published in local newspapers. The author is ex- 
perienced in journalism. 


HOW TO SUCCEED WITH YOUR HOME 
DEPARTMENT. Henry Jacobsen. Scripture Press. 
60 cents. 


This booklet has been prepared for those who 
want to launch a home department in their Sun- 
day School and for those who want to improve 
the home department they now have. This work 
should be helpful to the Sunday School superin- 
tendent and home department officers and workers. 


THE WHITE NIGHTS. Boris Sokoloff. Devin- 
Adair Company. $3.75. 


Dr. Sokoloff, author of many books on medical 
and scientific subjects, proves himself a fine story 
teller in these pages. He was an army physician 


in pre-Communist Russia. He was in the midst 
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of the revolutionary violence and turmoil and tells 
dramatically the fall of the Winter Palace as he 
witnessed it. The author recounts his role in the 
attempt to assassinate Lenin. He was also active F 
in the Army drives to rid the World War I regi. 
ments of their hard-core Communist groups. Hef 
reveals for the first time the intimate conversa- 
tions between Lenin and Dr. Ivan Pavlov which 
laid the groundwork for the fantastic Soviet ex. 
periment in standardizing human thought and 
behavior. 


The White Nights is a revealing document and 
a stirring narrative. It tells movingly the story 
of Russia’s great tragedy. It is an indictment of 
appeasement which has continued to our own day 
and has handed over nearly half the world to 

militant Communism. This is a dramatic story and 
is told well. 


DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS OF MARTIN 
LUTHER. Andrew Kosten. Baker Book House. 
$1.50. 


“WHAT’S NEW ABOUT ALCOHOL AND US.” 
American Business Men’s Research Foundation. 


This volume is an exploration of the new atti- 
tude toward alcohol and man’s activities. It is 
published by the American Business Men’s Re- 


search Foundation, established in 1930 and char- 


tered to collect and disseminate facts about the 
manufacture, sale and use of alcoholic products 
in relation to the welfare of the American citizen. 
This work is the product of years of research and — 
of a staff rather than an individual. There are 
no conclusions presented. The reader must form 
his own. This book will not tell him what to do 
or how to do it. It presents facts that will aid 
the reader in thinking his way through ” his own 
conclusions. 


An excellent chapter deals effectively with the 
effect of alcohol on character. Records of the 
relation of alcohol to crime furnish abundant evi- 
dence of the moral breakdown of the alchoholic 
victim. Alcohol destroys the character of the in- 
dividual alcoholic and also is responsible for the 
breakdown of juvenile character. Scientific in- 
vestigations show that 6 out of every 10 juvenile 
delinquents have fathers that drink to excess and 
many have mothers who likewise are excessive 
drinkers. 


After reading this volume one is convinced that 
we must have more than education, or the dis- 
semination of facts to stop alcoholism. The av- 
thors state that there is a widespread feeling that 
enough is known about alcohol to bring about a 
far wider condemnation of it than now exists. He 
is correct in this statement. What we need is the 


A Gift That Lasts Through the Years 


A good book is treasured long after the date 
given. THE LOST YEARS OF JESUS, by 
John P. Brown, is timely and timeless. ‘Our 
Saviour told His own story of the thirty years 
at Nazareth, in His Parables. Every Chris- 
this” — every Bible Teacher, needs 
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ability to forcefully express what we now know. 
The net result of the reading of this volume leads 
us to the inescapable conclusion that there is 
nothing to be said in favor of alcoholic beverages 
and by every honest consideration it should be 
condemned and removed from the social re 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MORALS. 
Ferm. Philosophical Library. $10.00. 


Some 50 scholars have contributed a the prep- 
aration of this encyclopedia. It is a reference work 
and we find here substantial articles as well as 
brief notations on various topics related to moral 
behavior. There are cross-references so that the 
reader, if he chooses, may handily find multitud- 
inous ideas associated with morals as these have 
been treated however much or little in the con- 
text of the larger topics. Thus the topic contents 
are indexed. Major ideas and their proponents 
are presented as well as interesting examples of 
social behavior among societies quite unfamiliar 
to most readers. 


Vergilius 


Moral relationships are described here from 
many points of view. Some emphasize the ethical 
aspects. Others discuss their views from a stand- 
point of the sociologist and anthropologist. The 
reader will find here samples of the moral be- 
havior and codes of indigenous and non-historical 
people from remote corners of the globe. In the 
religious areas some but not all of the major 
religions are included. 


The factual data presented here are interesting 
and stimulating. Christian readers will accept some 
interpretations in the volume and reject others. 
The discussions as a whole are written more from 
the secular point of view rather than —— the 
Christian perspective. 


HOW YOU CAN 
BE BLEST 


God has promised to bless 
those who bless Israel, (Gen. 
12:1, 3). That promise has never 
been revoked. It is for you today. 
Claim it now by sharing with us 
in our ministry of soul-winning 
evangelism and material relief to 
Jews in Israel, Europe, Africa, 
India, Mexico and our own land. 

Jews are more ready to hear our 
Gospel today than at any time in 
their history. Our Board is reach- 
ing out into wider fields of service 
to meet this tremendous 


challenge. 
Write for a free copy 
of our magazine, es 
THE EVERLASTING NATION. 


Jacob President 
Dr. Ph.D., Chairman, Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
[BJM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. 
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Spirit-Imbibers Are Sober 
Christian Soldiers 


By Rev. George S. Lauderdale 


To say, “Either you are a Christian mission- 
ary or you need one,” is to say, “Either you 
have been baptized with the Holy Spirit or 
you need to be.” Missions is the work of the 
Holy Spirit: “We are laborers together with 
God.”” I Corinthians 3:9. 


Jesus promised, “Ye shall receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: And 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Acts 
1:8. Without God’s Spirit, we cannot win men 
to Christ; with God’s Spirit, we cannot fail 
to do so! 


Overflowing Joy 

The Holy Spirit brings such joy (Galatians 
5:21) to the Christian that he wishes everybody 
else could share the new life he is experiencing. 
Being Spirit-filled has some resemblance to in- 
toxication with strong drink; actually, beverage 
alcohol is the best substitute Satan can offer 
men and women for the genuine pleasures of 
baptism with the Holy Ghost? ‘Satan's best is 
as hogwash. 


“These men are full of new wine,” said 
mockers on the day of Pentecost, when the 
Spirit came upon Christ’s waiting, believing 
disciples. Acts 2:13. Showing that He has some- 
thing better than Satan to offer every man, 
drunkards too, God pleads, “Be not drunk with 
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 


Spirit.” Ephesians 5:18. 


Be Blessed To Be a Blessing! 


Proof that God does not give Christians His 
Spirit merely for their exhilaration, (no more 
than He instituted holy wedlock for this reason 
only) , or that they might make a big impression 
on men, is given in Acts, chapter 2. Why were 
the disciples given utterance by the Spirit to 
speak in foreign languages at Pentecost? Was 
it that they might preach a better sermon than 
a nearby rabbi, to have a larger congregation? 
No! They were given the Spirit “because there 
were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
out of every nation under heaven.” Acts 2:5. 


Missions the Purpose of Spirit-Fulness 


The Holy Spirit benefits the person who re- 
ceives Him in order that others of all nations 
might hear the wonderful works of God! Simon 
Peter, when he was anointed with the Third 
Person of the Trinity, preached with the hope 
that others might also be baptized from above. 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
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